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Report by S. H. Graves, President of Local Companies.

To the Chatirman and Board of Dirvectors of u

THE WHITE PASS & YUKON RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED,
Loxpox, H.C.
GENTLEMEN,

The Accounts and Auditor’s Repert of the local companies forming the White Pass & Yukon
Route for the year ended December 31st, 1905, have heen forwar ded to you.
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I append a list of the rolling stock.
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The Company’s fleet in 1905 carried 7,671 passengers and 29,309 tons of revenue freight.
We operated twelve steamers and seven barges on the river and lakes, and held seven steamers in
veserve, and used one barge (* Hoofalinqua’ ) as coal dep6t. The first boat left Hootalingua for
Dawson on May 13th ; the st through boatleft YWhite Torse for Dawson June 1st, and the first boat for
Atlin left Caribou on May 29th. The last through boaf from Dawson reac hed White Horse on
October 23rd, and the last boat from Atlin re ’Lched Caribou on November 1st.




The harge * Pelly ¥ was the only addition fo the fleet during 1905.  As our experience in the
use of barges increased, we have been increaging their size till we have reached the maximum with
this barge which carries 800 fons, and worked so satisfactorily during the season that we are building
two more of the same size. Theother important additions to the river division property in 1905 Werg
the instalment of a pnewmatic tool plant at the White Horse Ship Yards ; the rebuilding of the South
Ways at the White Horse Ship Yards; the stiffening of the  Selkitk ” with fore and afs bulkheads ;
and the setting of the stern wheel of the “ Bonanza King ” further back from her stern transom so
as to allow more clearance for the water in backing.

The season of 1905 on the whole was favourable on the river, and for the first time in our
history all freight had reached its destination, and all our fleet were safe in their winter quariers at the
close of navigation. Bfotw1th_shfnchhg the greatly increased tonnage carried, the operating expenses
were less by $22,840-55 than in 1904.

- No special incidents 111&-11;&& the season of %905 on the river. Navigation nominally opened
rather earlier than usual and closed rather later, but the water was sa low, both at the opening and
close, that the period of effective navigation was about normal. As wwag anticipated in last year’'s

report, the barge  Sifton " as. deslroyed by heing jammed hstween several lavge lower river

steamers when the ice broke up in the spring of 1905, and it is doubtful whether we can recover her
value, which was net great, as her hull was nearly svorn out before sha was converted from = steamer
into a barge. She had not proved a good barge, heing a poor carvier and hard to tow, so we are
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mciled to her loss.
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‘he mail, passenger, parcel and freight winter stage line service was cairied on as wusual
1

s
between White Horse and Dawson by means of fow-horsed sleighs and four-horsed coaches, which
made 185 trips during the year 1905 (equivalent to 61,050 miles) carrying 36 tons of mail, 875
passengers, 9% tons of parcel freight, including gold dust, and 134'S tons of ordinary freight. We
receive a fized lump sum from the Canadian Govermment for the carriage of the mails, and this sum
only pays a small portion of ithe operating expenses, the remainder and any profit we may make hag
to ke made up from revenue derived from the carriage of passengers, parcels and. freight, It will be
noticed that while the Government mail contract necessitated our making 27 more trips and carrying
6 tons more mail than the previous winter for the same money, cn the other hand fewer passen sers
and parcels and freight were carried. If it were not for the mail contract we need not mainiain so
large an equipinent, or send out sleighs without paying loads. Last season, in spite of these
drawbacks, we managed to make a moderate profit on the winter service, though less than in




previous years, but it is obvious that should the paying winter traffic continne to decline, the mail
contract might become onerous, in which case we should not seek to renew it.

I append a list of the equipment on hand December 31st last, which, with the necessary
harness, ete., have all been kept in first class condition. .

General Conditions.

The year 1905 was marked by greater progress in the development of the mineral resources of
the Yukon Territory and Alaska than any previous year since the discovery of the Klondike Gold
Fields. ;

In Alaska the output and population of the Tanana Goldfields almost equalled that of the
Klondike, and the numerous smaller mining camps along the river all showed increased activity, while
many new ones sprang into existence. These camps contributed satisfactorily to our traffic,
nlotwithstanfiing that they are so much more easily reached than Dawson is from the mouth of
the river,

On the Canadian side of the boundary the change from hand to machine work for the recovery
of the gold has made steady progress, and particular attention has been paid to dredging where the
ground is suitable. We took in the material for a number of large dredges in 1905, and some of them
were in such successtul operation before the close of the season as to give a great stimulus to this
method of gold recovery.  The railway connecting Dawson with the chief mining ereeks was com-
menced in 1905, and it is hoped may be completed and opened to traffic in 1906.

The other Canadian placer gold fields have all shown increased activiby, especially Atlin, which
aistrict is now almost entirely on a machine basis with a largely increased outpus.

By far the most important and interesting feature in the development work of 1905 was in the
Windy Arm District between Lake Bennett and Windy Arm, a peninsular about 18 miles in lengfh
and 10 to 12 in width. Silver and gold ore of great extent and running high in values have been
discovered at many places in this peninsula and a large amount of work has been done on a number of
these properties demonstrating large ore bodies. An serial tramway has been installed at one mine
to carry ore down to the lake, and a number of others are contemplated. It seems probable that
should equally encouraging results be obtained in 1906, a large smelter will be built at some point on
the lake, and we shall have to take active measures to put ourselves in a position to furnich adequate
and satisfactory service to these mines. With this in view surveys as above mentioned have already
been made for alternative lines from Log Cabin, and from Caribou, to the Windy Arm Mines.

I am, Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,

S, H. GRAVES,
Prestdent.
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RAIEL DIVISION.

List of Relling Stock.
Locomotives

Nore.—Two of the smaller and older Liocomotives shown in
the previous list were sold during 1905 to the Klondike Mineg
Railway, and one to the Tanana Mines Railway.

Pagsenger Cars—
Baggage and Express ...
Coaches

Official Car

Nore.—The Combination Car and one of the older Coaches
shown in the previouns list were sold during 1905 to the Klondike
Mines Railway, and two of the older Coaches to the Tanana
Mines Railway.

Freight Cars—
Box
5 (DY) e
Flat
Stock
. (KE.D)
Duamyp Cars
Cabooses

Refrigerators ...

Nore.—One new Flat Car was built during 1905, and fourteen

of the older ones shown in the previous list were sold during 1905
to the Tanana Mines Railway and four to the Klondike Mines
Railway.

Rotary Snow Plows

Flanger ...

Derrick Car

Steam Shovel

Track Pile Driver ...
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RIVER DIVISIORN.

List of Flest.

STEAMERS—
Waite Horse VICTORIAN
Dawsox Mary GRAFF
SELEIRK Bamney
YURONER ZBALANDIAN
CaNapran ANGLIAN
CoLUMBIAN CrosseTy
Casca

BARGES—
Krowpige La Bance
Hooranixqua : ArLIN
Taxyu CaRIBOU

THISTLE
AUSTRALIAN
Boxawza Kixe
GLEANER
ScoTia

La Fravce

Prrny

SYBRIL

Nore.—The barge Sirrox, shown in the previous list, was

broken up by Lower River steamers in ice jam in spring of 1905.

(See Report).

T
S

Horses
Passenger Sleighs
. Coaches
Freight Sleighs
5 wagons
Light Bervice Sleighs
- i Wagon

Brealk Cart

Light Bobs

Nore.—DMany extra horses ave required every spring.
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